
ISSUES EXPLORED

• The use of creative methods to counter attrition and sustain participants’ engagement

• Fostering continuous research relationships with young people

• Practical, ethical and substantive issues of preparing data for archiving

• Balancing the interests of participant, researcher, project and secondary users in archiving decisions

• The impact of researcher continuity and change for both participants and researcher

• The infl uence of personal characteristics in relationships between researcher and participant

• Challenges and benefi ts of interviews with multiple family members

•  How alternating between individual and group interviews impacts on experience of the research for 
both participant and researcher

• Processes of accessing hard to reach groups and maintaining these samples over time

• The challenges of recruiting participants from the oldest generation
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INTRODUCTION

Timescapes is a fi ve year qualitative longitudinal study of personal relationships and identities, 
encompassing seven empirical projects from fi ve universities. It is the fi rst study of its kind in the UK and 
subsequently in a position to offer unique methodological insights. This collection of six papers written by 
the Timescapes researchers explores some of the experiences and challenges particular to a qualitative 
longitudinal project, refl ecting on lessons learnt and implications for future research.

www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/about/publications
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